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Welcome

Kate Solomon
Chair of the Education Committee



Opening 
remarks

Jennifer Bernstein
CEO & The William C. Steere Sr President



ECAG naming gifts



HOLIDAY TRAIN SHOW®

November 16, 2024 January 20, 2025



A tribute to the remarkable work of Modernist architect Luis Barragán

The Orchid Show: 
Mexican modernism



2025 
VAN GOGH: 
Painting 
with 
Flowers



COP16



Opening 
remarks

Jennifer Bernstein
CEO & The William C. Steere Sr President



Vice 
president’s 
update

James Boyer, PhD
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Vice 
President for Education



NYBG 
EDUCATION

Continuing 
Education

Shared                     Services

School of 
Professional 
Horticulture

Edible 
Academy Adventure Garden

GreenSchool

Teacher 
Professional 
Learning

Includes Leadership, 
Digital Learning, 
Operations, Student & 
Alumni Services



New Self-paced Course: Intro to Composting



Intro to Composting

• Newest self-paced course

• Partnership with Bronx Green-Up

• Course explores composting methods & 
systems, soil health & science

• Interactive course incorporating quizzes 
and reflection points designed to deepen 
understanding and engagement

• Access to videos, quizzes, and discussion 
forums for six months

• Instructor-less course



Collaborations for career pathways

14



Explainers



SoPH Class of 2027

16

24 Applications for Class of 2027

Age Range: 18 49
• Average age: 31.5 years old

Residence
• New York: 16
• Out of State: 6
• International: 2

Education
• GED/Highschool: 9
• Vocational:  1
• Associates: 1
• Bachelors: 11
• Masters: 2

12 students accepted
• 3 waitlisted and 3 not accepted



New 
education 
staff

17

Ico Romero
Assoc. Director of 
Digital Learning

Ruthie Gold
Academic Manager, 
Continuing Ed.

Casey Fisher
Family Programs 
Coordinator

Charlotte Smith 
Explainer 
Coordinator

Pier Washpon
School Programs 
Coordinator



Questions?



insider’s 
update on 
children’s ed

Pattie Hulse



•

Education Program 
Impact Results

• ECAG Construction 
Progress

• Explainer Program 
Update

• New Programmatic 
Elements for ECAG 
Reopening



FY24 children’s education 
Impact results



Ecag 
construction 
progress









Explainer 
Program



Explainer Program



Multi-visit 
School 
programs



Seasonal programs aligned for Kindergarten-Fifth grade curriculum 







Early 
Learner 
Nature 
Camp



The Thain Family Forest 



Questions?



Expanding Family 
Engagement 
Discussion 

James Boyer, PhD
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Vice 
President for Education



Expanding Family 
Engagement 
Discussion 

• What else could NYBG be doing to 
enhance engagement with families?

• How could you facilitate new NYBG 
family engagement?



Closing 
remarks

Jennifer Bernstein
CEO & The William C. Steere Sr. President



adjournment

Kate Solomon
Chair of the Education Committee
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